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THE ASSEMBLY AT ‘A GLANCE 


(Continued from last week) 


Favorable vote on union (283-169) sends plan to presbyteries for action 
after January 1. ... Restraint marks Assembly debate. . . . Ad Interim 
committees authorized for studies on: Christianity and Health, Divorce 
and Re-Marriage, Montreat College, Presbyterian Foundation, Christian 
Education section in Book of Church Order. . . . Retirement of elders 
and deacons provided. . . . Larger churches given added elder representa- 
tion in presbytery. . . . Effort to hamper full information about World 
Council meeting is defeated. . . . Montreat trustees are asked to conform 
to Assembly action on racial segregation. ... Word “Negro” eliminated 
from Stillman charter. .. . Testing procedure for ministerial candidates 
approved. . . . Status voted Directors of Christian Education (Book of 
Church Order) and sent to presbyteries. . . . Pioneer Department keeps 
name. .. . Contest on World Missions Board personnel results in support 
of committee recommendations. . . . Christianity and Communism state- 
ment approved as submitted. ... J. W. Marshall appeal again denied... . 
United Presbyterian representative says anti-union propaganda from U. S. 
church helped solidify U. P. support of union. .. . Some former opponents 
of union reported now favorable to it... . Annuities and Relief board 
policies sustained unanimously. . . . Three-year “Forward With Christ” 
program is adopted. 

















Letters to the Editors 





U. S. Elders Don’t Appreciate This Either* 





Reply to Union Opponent 
To THE OUTLOOK: 
COPY 
Mr. Paul Hastings 
Reidsville, N. C. 
Dear Mr. Hastings: 

I have just read your bulletins in which 
you opposed merger of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., with the Presbyterian 
Church, USA. These are among many I 
have received, some signed by a number 
of people, and some asking me to recon- 
sider my stand in favor of church union. 

Yes, I am for church union. My work 
makes it necessary for me to be away 
from home a good many Sundays, in New 
York, Chicago, and elsewhere. Beginning 
in the twenties, I started going to the 
Fourth Presbyterian Church in Chicago, 
and have continued whenever I am in that 
section. For many years I have attended 
Madison Avenue Presbyterian Church 
when I have been in New York City. 

At no time, in any of these or other 
northern churches, have I ever heard one 
word that did not sound thoroughly Chris- 
tian. When I have had a chance to wor- 
ship in the churches of pastors like Dr. 
Harrison Ray Anderson in Chicago, Dr. 
George Buttrick in New York, and Dr. 
Robert McLeod in Fort Lauderdale, Flor- 
ida—and then to hear southern ministers 
like Dr. Tolly Thompson, or our own min- 
ister here, Dr. Joseph B. Clower, then I 
cannot understand why we can’t be one 
church serving Christ’s kingdom. 

In many of the northern churches, I 
have attended services where they were 
explaining their church budgets for the 
coming year, when they listed funds need- 
ed to support their schools, both white 
and Negro, in North Carolina and other 
southern states. They really have done a 
wonderful service in these colleges, for our 
state and for our Southland. 

I am not worried about some particular 
phrase in regard to church doctrine. I 
think the strength of service resulting 
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Thousands More 
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rians Reunite! summarizing an editorial se- 
ries, with more than 140 signatures, will 
be sent free of charge for a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope. Or, 25 for 25¢; $1 
per 100. 
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from uniting our churches as a whole in 
the nation is much greater than petty 
things. ... 

T. HENRY WILSON. 
Morganton, N. C. 


*For the reactions of United Presby- 
terian elders see OUTLOOK, May 31, p. 2. 


Plenty More Names 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


.. . Please add my name to the list of 
those who say “Let Presbyterians Unite.” 
I thought your list was plenty long and 
adequately impressive until I read the 
note from Harold Parker, Jr. in the May 
3 issue implying you had run out of sup- 
porters. There certainly are plenty more 
around here who could be counted on to 
support the present pending reunion of 
Presbyterians. We are praying for it. 

I am happy to add that my home is in 
the South, and that I was reared in the 
Presbyterian Church, U.S. Although I 
was a member of three different Presby- 
terian churches in N. C. (and a Deacon 
in one) I cannot recall having ever con- 
fronted the false pride of “Southern” 
Presbyterianism, or the kind of prejudice 
against “Northern” Presbyterianism that 
is now being expressed in the matter of 
re-union. I know there are many intel- 
ligent and thoroughly Christian Presby- 
terians in the South, and I am praying 
that they will be as courageous in their 
stand for re-union as the OvuTLOoK has 
been. May God continue to bless you in 
this noble cause that we all may be one. 

LEONARD W. McINTIRE. 
Bluffton, Ohio. 


Flanders Amendment 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


I should like to call the attention of 
Presbyterians to the editorial, “Constitu- 
tional Amendments and Religious Liber- 
ty,” appearing in The Christian Century, 
May 26, 1954. 

I hope that our denominated leaders 
will “make it plain to Congress, imme- 
diately and unmistakably, that they op- 
pose the submission of any such amend- 
ment” as advanced by Senator Flanders 
in S. J. Res. 87. 

CHARLES A. Howe. 


Elkton, Va. 
Note:—Recent indications were that 
Senator Flanders himself had grave 


doubts as to the wisdom of the proposed 
amendment. 


Recognition in Heaven 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


In the discussion of the fascinating 
topic of recognition in heaven (OUTLOOK, 
May 3), I should like to submit the fol- 
lowing passage: “And I tell you, make 
friends for yourselves by means of un- 
righteous mammon so that when it fails, 
they may receive you into the eternal 
habitations.” (Luke 16:9) 

This would seem to picture a happy re- 
union of former friends, based on eternal 
values. 


The idea that the Christian sheds his 
personality and loses his identity upon 


entering heaven is repulsive and not in 
keeping with the general concept of the 
life-to-come nor with the overall teaching 
of God’s Word. 

R. D. CAMPBELL, 
Laredo, Texas. 


Louisiana: $4,300 Plus 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


Your issue of May 3, 1954, page 4, col- 
umn 2, carries an article stating that 
Montgomery Presbytery has established 
the highest minimum salary of any pres- 
bytery in the church. This is not true.... 

At its stated meeting on January 20, 
1954, the Presbytery of Louisiana ap- 
proved setting the minimum salary for 
pastors at $4,000 per year with an addi- 
tional car allowance commensurate with 
the needs of the field. This means that 
no pastor will receive less than $4,300. 

The response of the churches was grati- 
fying in that all of them cooperated in 
doing their share to meet this minimum, 
placing very little additional burden on 
the home missions committee. The pres- 
bytery also approved a special committee 
for the purpose of making a study of pas- 
tors’ salaries and some churches have al- 
ready made use of this committee in seek- 
ing adjustments upward. 

One of the reasons for this action, in 
addition to the desire to discharge the 
obligation of freeing the minister from 
wordly cares, is that the Presbytery of 
Louisiana is in one of the fastest grow- 
ing and developing areas in these United 
States and these is great need to attract 
men of high calibre and ability. This 
promises to be one of the best forward- 
looking steps taken by this presbytery. 

Rosert D. EARNEST. 
Baton Rouge, La. 


Smokers Too 
To THE OUTLOOK: 


The first page of your February 8, 1954, 
edition carried an open letter “To Church 
Members Who Drink” by Earl F. Zeigler 
of the USA church, a letter with which 
I am in full agreement. I am now won- 
dering if something might be done about 
his writing an open letter to those who 
smoke. 

It is my personal opinion that an alarm- 
ing number of ministers and elders are 
smoking cigarettes. If it is true that one 
can stop anytime one wishes, then why 
continue? If it gives one a “lift” or 
“merely” helps one to relax, isn’t that al- 
lowing the cigarette to control one’s self? 
If so, doesn’t this come dangerously close 
to having other gods? 

Aside from the theory that smoking is 
a nasty, expensive habit, and possibly a 
cancer-causing habit as well, I would say 
that it is completely unnecessary at the 
very least. 

JEANNNE (Mrs. B. W.) DEAN. 
Austin, Texas. 


CAMPUS NEWS 


HONORARY DEGREES 


Arkansas — D.D.: Vance Barron, 
Charleston, S. C.; J. W. Bryson, Pine 
Bluff, Ark. LL.D.: I. N. Barnett, Bates- 
ville. 

Hampden-Sydney, Va.—LL.D.: Dr. Al 
fred Blalock, Johns Hopkins Hospital, 
Baltimore; President Francis P. Gaines, 
Washington & Lee University. 
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DECISIVE ACTIONS TAKEN 


Montreat Assembly Sets High Mark for Important Achievements and 
Consistent, Courageous Decisions Made 


(Continued from last week) 
SUNDAY 


Commissioners and visitors joined in 
worship Sunday morning to fill the large 
auditorium, hearing Stuart R. Oglesby, 
Atlanta Central church, preach on “The 
Path of Glory.” Wm. M. Elliott, Dal- 
las; and Julian Lake, Winston-Salem, 
N. C., led the communion service, as- 
sisted by more than 85 elders. 

In the early afternoon Dr. L. Nelson 
Bell told a group, meeting in the chapel, 
of the recent Billy Graham campaign in 
London, having just returned from the 
closing days of that effort. 

In mid-afternoon the Assembly heard 
its annual program of fraternal greetings 
by representatives of other Presbyterian 
bodies. This year there were no repre- 
sentatives from the various councils in 
which the church cooperates. Albert J. 
Kissling, acting chairman of the per- 
manent committee on cooperation and 
and union, presided. 

William Sutherland of the Sefton Park 
church, Liverpool, spoke for the Presby- 
terian Church of England. He cautioned 
chiefly, against bitterness in the present 
church union discussion, pointing to sad 
influences caused by such a spirit on 
the part of some in the various mergers 
in Scotland. 

Murray W. Griffith, of the Parkwood 
Avenue Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
church, Charlotte, N. C., spoke for his 
General Synod. 

Dr. Kissling read a moving letter of 
greeting from the Presbyterian Church in 
the Kasai (Belgian Congo) in response 
to a letter from the former Moderator. 


United Presbyterians 

The commissioners were greatly in- 
spired by the address of the United Pres- 
byterian delegate, Robert W. French, of 
Butler, Pa. Dr. French reported the al- 
most unanimous vote of his General As- 
sembly (203-4, also reported on a related 
motion as 244-3). In his talk (to be 
printed in these columns) he interpreted 
the action of his Assembly. He said he 
thought it indicated that they didn’t like 
being “pushed around.” Some of those 
most active in opposition to union, he 
said, had come into the U.P. church from 
other bodies and the long-time U.P.s 
didn’t like being pushed around. He 
also said they had received a quantity 


of printed matter opposing union from 
within the U. S. church and he said he 
thought the action of the previous day 
again represented their dislike of being 
“pushed around” by such a propaganda 
effort (OuTLooK. May 31, p. 2). The 
commissioners listened intently as he de- 
scribed the lack of fear on the part of 
United Presbyterians, although they have 
only 250,000 members, as they look for- 
ward to joining with far larger bodies to 
form the new church. 

USA Moderator Ralph W. Lloyd, pres- 
ident of Maryville College (Tenn.), 
spoke for his Assembly, describing some 
of the important actions of the Detroit 
meeting and some of the far-reaching 
programs in progress. He spoke of his 
long-time connection with the joint com- 
mittee planning for union and of the fact 
that of the USA group in the first meet- 
ing, he alone is now alive. He referred 
to the charges that have been made 
against the USA church by some who are 
opposed to union but, he said, we have 
not replied to those charges, for “to 
boast of our spirituality or our generosity 
would cast grave doubts as to their ex- 
istence at all.” 

Dr. Lloyd read a letter of fraternal 
greeting from the USA Assembly to the 
U. S. Assembly as follows: 


To Our Christian Brethren in the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S., and in the United 
Presbyterian Church. 

In this historic year when we are to vote 
upon reunion and union we send this word 
to you. For over 150 years two of us 
were one in an undivided nation. Across 
the years many men such as Thomas K. 
Young and O. H. Milligan have loved and 
prayed for union. 

The present plan of union was inaugu- 
rated in 1937 by you, our friends in the 
South. We accepted your invitation to 
find a way of Presbyterian reunion. Later 
you of the United Presbyterian Church 
strengthened our plan by your gracious 
presence. In your own history you have 
demonstrated a union which has worked. 
This larger union which is now open to 
us all could be as blessed of God as your 
own has been. A three-fold cord cannot 
be easily broken. 

Because forgiveness must alway precede 
reconcilitation let us recall that in 1951 
two of our great churches asked for for- 
giveness from each other and granted for- 
giveness to each other for “whatever was 
unworthy of our Savior or which wounded 
you, our brethren.” The past therefore 
with its mistakes we can leave with him 
whose forgiveness we all need and in 
whose will is our peace. 


We wish to reiterate that our desire is 
for a union which is loyal to Jesus Christ, 
our only Lord and Savior, to the Holy 
Scriptures and to the church standards 
which we hold in common. 

We do not presume to advise you; only 
the Holy Spirit can do that. It is our sin- 
cere prayer, however, that as you and we 
face this issue in Assembly and presby- 
tery, we will consider it on one level only: 
What is God’s will for his church? 

We cannot fail to add, however, that 
there is a deep longing in our hearts to 
be able to stand and sing with you in the 
reunited church, ‘We are not divided, all 
one Body we, one in hope and doctrine, 
one in charity.” Without reunion we 
would soon face 100 years of separate 
existence. As Dr. J. Ross McCain has 
pointed out, no one would really desire 
to celebrate such a contennial anniversary. 
What a thrill our coming together would 
give a broken world and to the Lord whose 
heart broke for that world. 

So highly do we hold this hour and so 
warmly do we esteem each of you that 
we have asked our beloved Moderator and 
Stated Clerk to carry this message to you 
in person. 


The various popular meetings of the 
boards and agencies will be described in 
a separate article. 


MONDAY MORNING 


Back to business at 8:30 Monday 
morning, the commissioners were first led 
in worship by Julian Lake, Winston- 
Salem, N. C., pastor. 

A special order had been set for the 
recognition of the service of Edward D. 
Grant through what is now the Board of 
Christian Education. Dr. Grant left 
this work two years ago to become direc- 
tor of institutions for the State of Lou- 
siana. Lawrence Stell, Charlotte, N. C., 
paid tribute to him on behalf of the 
board. Dr. Grant responded, deeply 
moved by the Assembly’s tribute, as was 
the Assembly itself by the event. He 
mentioned those who had contributed 
through him to the service he had offered 
the church. Then he told the Assembly: 
(1) This is a great church. Treat it so. 
Some are afraid of the future but there 
are no grounds for such fears. (2) We 
have a great ministry. I trust the min- 
isters of our church and don’t you dare 
talk about them; don’t you dare try to 
divide our ministry and our laity today. 
(3) We have great executives in our 
boards; they deserve confidence and sup- 
port. 


The Moderator, Dr. Boggs, responded, 
with words of appreciation. 


Communism Statement 


The Assembly returned to a considera- 
tion of the Christian Relations report 








which had not been concluded on Satur- 
day. Only remaining item was a state- 
ment on “The Christian Faith and Com- 
munism” (OuTLOOK, May 24). The re- 
port was presented, as Saturday’s had 
been, by Fred V. Poag, Columbia, S. C., 
minister, and the committee was unani- 
mous on it. 

Opposition to two sections of it was 
voiced by R. B. Porter, Milton, Fla., 
minister. He referred to the Saturday 
debate on segregation and indicated his 
disagreement with it, suggesting that God 
intends some races to be superior and 
some inferior, for, he said, “I, for one, 
believe that there is a divine subordina- 
tion of the sexes.” This provoked gen- 
eral laughter in the Assembly. 

Mr. Porter opposed the use of the 
words justice and peace in the report be- 
cause, he said, they might be misunder- 
stood and peace might indicate ‘“‘peace 
at any price.” 

John H. Marion, Bon Air, Va., min- 
ister, opposed his amendment to delete 
these references, saying that the Bible 
does not hesitate to use these words 
justice in Amos, for instance. Then, said 
Dr. Marion, if we are to be logical, as 
is here proposed, we should go to the 
Sermon on the Mount and revise the 
words of our Lord where he said, “Bless- 
ed are the peace makers—that is, who 
don’t believe in peace at any price—for 
they shall be called the children of God.” 

Next speaker was Samuel J. Allen, a 
minister of Selma, Ala., who spoke in a 
loud voice and with great feeling about 
the section which calls upon Christians 
to “keep before us our goal, the Kingdom 
of God, and refuse to identify that king- 
dom with any political or economic sys- 
tem in our country or anywhere in the 
world.” He said, “I can’t see why we 
have to bring in any disapproval of our 
system. I believe in our system of 
life. It has given the ministry the right 
to proclaim the gospel. I would see a 
church court approve our system. 


We can’t identify Christianity with any 
system; I grant that. But we should 
thank God that this is a free country; 
we should be willing to die if necessary 
that this system should be preserved.” 
Mr. Allen is a graduate of Westminster 
Seminary and came into the U. S. church 
from the Orthodox Presbyterian Church. 
The proposed changes were overwhelm- 
ingly defeated by a voice vote, including 
a suggested amendment in regard to war. 
Mr. Porter wanted to make it clear that 
we should be willing to engage in war 
to defeat and punish the Communists. 


Bills and Overtures 

The former Moderator, Frank W. 
Price, next presented the standing com- 
mittee report on Bills and Overtures. A 
request to retire inactive members after 
one year instead of two was declined. 
In reply to a requested interpretation, 
the Assembly made clear the relation- 
ship of an associate pastor to a church 
when the senior pastor’s relationship is 
dissolved “for any cause whatsoever. 
Resignation is automatic and does not 
require congregational action.” The pres- 
bytery must declare it dissolved on its 
own initiative. Further service of the 
associate pastor may be requested, how- 
ever. 

Reception of ministers not engaged 
in presbytery’s work (retired and others) 
will be studied by the permanent Judicial 
Committee. 

Brazos Presbytery’s overture request- 
ing an ad interim committee to study the 
relation of faith to healing was affirma- 
tively answered, with the committee to be 
named on Christianity and Health, com- 
posed of pastors, physicians, theologians, 
and men in the fields of physical and 
mental therapy. 

Amendment to the Book of Church 
Order was referred to the presbyteries 
dealing with a minister who “shall ha- 
bitually fail for a period of two years 
to be engaged in the regular discharge 
of his ministerial functions.” 





From the Kasai Synod 


In Response to a Letter from Former Moderator Frank W. Price 


A.P.C.M. Bibanga 
May 7, 1954 


Monsieur le Reverend Price, Child With 
Us in Christ Jesus, Moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly: 

All of us, members of the Mpungilu 
(Synod), people of the Ekklesia of Christ's 
in the Kasai send you much life, many 
greetings. Yes, yours was the first letter 
we as a church court here in the Kasai 
have ever received from a Moderator of 
the General Assembly of the home church. 
And for this we are most thankful to you. 
We rejoiced very much because of every 
word (all the words) you have written 
to us. The words show us that we are all 
truly one in Christ Jesus. 

Here in our church in the Kasai we are 
much like children and we keep our eyes 
turned toward you as our parents. We 


4 


are happy that God put it in the hearts of 
you there to remember us here and to 
send us the word of God. Among us Kasai 
people are many bad customs that do not 
make God happy. For this reason we ask 
you to remember us, to the end that God 
will make us strong in our faith in his 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

We will be happy to be praying that God 
will be with you in your Mpungilu (As- 
sembly) which will be meeting the last of 
this month. The Lord make you happy in 
your meeting and give you the mind to 
pray for us. And when you gather your- 
selves together in this Assembly we want 
you to read together Numbers 6: 24-26. 

Again, we the members of the Synod of 
the Church of Christ in the Kasai send 
you much life, many Christian greetings. 

A. H. Miter, W. F. McE roy, Jr., 
PasTEUR NTUMBA GEORGE 


Judicial Business 


Robert F. Jones, Ft. Worth, Texas, 
was asked to take the Moderator’s place 
while Mike L. Carr, Brookhaven, Miss,, 
lawyer, presented the report of the Ju- 
dicial Business Committee. 

Only item debated was one before the 
Assembly for several years involved a 
difference between J. W. Marshall and 
the Synod of Florida. Mr. Marshall ob- 
jects to having women speak (in con- 
nection with Women’s Work reports or 
otherwise) before that body. He filed an 
objection to it and because it was not 
recorded as a “protest” or “dissent” ap- 
peal was made to the Assembly. The 
1952 Assembly’s commission asked the 
synod to note the objection. The 1953 
Assembly’s commission had it before it 
again, with urgent requests about it from 
former Moderator W. A. Alexander. The 
commission sustained the conduct of the 
synod. This year, Dr. Alexander again 
renewed his request and Walter D. Lang- 
try, New Orleans, on the 1952 commis- 
sion, appeared before the Assembly to 
argue for it. 

Mr. Carr reviewed the record in the 
case. Wm. M. Elliott appealed for adop- 
tion of the recommendation and the As- 
sembly, with only a few Noes, sustained 
the 1953 Assembly and expressed “the 
hope that this concludes the matter.” 


More Elders in Presbytery 


Large churches may now send more 
elders to presbytery. The provision is 
that one elder is sent from each church 
“except that a church whose membership 
exceeds 1,000 or major fraction thereof 
shall be represented by an additional rul- 
ing elder for each additional 1,000 or 
major fraction thereof.” 

The widely-discussed matter of divorce 
and re-marriage took little of the As- 
sembly’s time. In line with several over- 
tures and the votes of the presbyteries, the 
question was put ints the hands of an 
ad interim committee for study and re- 
port. The committee is to have nine to 
twelve members, made up of Biblical 
scholars, Christian relations representa- 
tives, Board of Christian Education Fam- 
ily Life representation and pastors and 
elders. Instructions are “‘to consider the 
entire matter from the point of view of 
Holy Scripture and the needs of our 
communicants.” In line with that as- 
signment, a Dallas overture was also 
added, inquiring if a Christian minis- 
ter may participate in a wedding cere- 
mony if the persons being married are 
non-Christians. Also, an Atlanta request 
to study the problem of common law mar- 
riages. 

The proposed new chapter in the Book 
of Church Order, dealing with Christian 
Education, was submitted to an ad in- 
terim committee. 

The Assembly instructed presbyteries 
to restrict the subject matter of each over- 
ture to be submitted to a single subject. 
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The committee called for censure of 
five presbyteries that failed to vote on 
any matters submitted to them by the 
last Assembly—or failed to report the 
yote— but, lest a presbytery be censured 
unjustly, it was withdrawn. 

After approval by an earlier Assembly 
and a majority of the presbyteries, the 
Assembly provided that elders or deacons, 
no longer able to serve, may be honorably 
retired. 


Office of G. A. 

W. E. Phifer, Jr., Kansas City min- 
ister, reported for the Office of the Gen- 
eral Assembly. This report deals with 
audits of the various agencies and usually 
routine matters of this office. The com- 
mittee and the Assembly declined to list 
churches in the annual minutes alpha- 
betically under presbyteries (they are 
now listed according to the pastors and 
the pastors are listed alphabetically) ; 
they refused to ask for the listing of 
telephone numbers in the Minutes; they 
are asking the permanent committee to 
study the time of meeting of the Assem- 
bly. Later action, in line with this com- 
mittee’s feeling, calls for ad interim 
studies by the Presbyterian Foundation 
(Trustees of the Assembly) and the 
Board of Annuities and Relief as to 
ways and means of strengthening the 
Foundation and enabling it to secure 
more gifts. 


The “Doctor” Question 

Only debate occasioned by this report 
was brief. It had to do with a Pee Dee 
Presbytery overture, asking that all titles 
and degrees be eliminated from the names 
of ministers as they appear in the As- 
sembly’s Minutes. The standing com- 
mittee asked that this be done. It was 
challenged on the floor of the Assembly, 
however, by W. B. McIlwaine, Peters- 
burg, Va., minister who said people 
would be subjected to a great deal of 
embarrassment in writing ministers for 
they would not know whether to address 
them as “Dr.” or “Mr.” Dr. McIlwaine 
felt that the desire to eliminate these 
designations came from those without 
such degrees. 

The only speech favoring the recom- 
mendation was by W. B. Abbot, Berry- 
ville, Va., who pointed out that St. Paul 
apparently was satisfied to be known 
simply as “Servant of Jesus Christ.” 

Warner L. Hall, Charlotte, N. C., sup- 
ported Dr. McIlwaine. Dr. Hall said 
the Minutes serve as a handbook and the 
information is helpful. ‘When they took 
the listed salaries out,” he said, “they 
took out a lot of the fun for we can’t 
rejoice with those who rejoice.” He 
thought the degrees ought to be left in. 
Enough others did too, so a voice vote 
prevailed. 


Minister and His Work 


John R. Richardson, Atlanta pastor, 
reported for the Minister and His Work, 
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sending along the recommendations of 
the permanent committee. The Assembly 
called upon presbyteries to see to it that 
adequate remuneration is set for its min- 
isters and to name strong committees to 
work on this problem. Older men were 
urged for favorable consideration where 
pastors are needed. 

Approval is being asked, changing the 
time of retirement from Sept. 1 follow- 
ing 70th birthdays, to the 70th birthday. 


Laymen are to be co-opted for assist- 
ance on the Assembly’s committee, since 
so few synod chairmen of this work are 
or have been laymen. The Assembly’s 
committee is made up of synod chairmen. 

Public acceptance of calls by ministers, 
it is asked, should be made only by the 
minister and the session of the church 
calling. 

Churches and ministers are earnestly 
urged to use the various data and survey 


The Inquiring Reporter Asks About 





Important Assembly Actions 


What do you think was the most important action taken by the 
1954 Assembly? 


JoHNn D. HuncERLAND, Sheffield, 
Ala., minister—Sending down to presby- 
teries the matter of “reuniting Presby- 
terianism.” It was important, for the 
whole church must give careful and pray- 
erful study to the plan. 

ROBERT STRONG, Augusta, Ga., min- 
ister—The decision to send the Plan of 
Union to the presbyteries. 

Davin L. Stiri, President, Austin 
Seminary—We reaffirmed the undergird- 
ing principle of all our actions—that our 
decisions must be based upon God’s rev- 
elation of himself in his Word. 

ALEX W. Hunter, Memphis, Tenn., 
minister—The action on_ segregation. 
Our church took its rightful place of 
leadership in guiding our people of the 
South toward a solution of this problem. 

Harotp WALKER, Birmingham, Ala., 
elder—The acceptance of the plan to 
unite the three largest Presbyterian 
churches and the placing of the question 
and plan in the hands of the presbyteries 
at the grassroots. 

LEE G. Davy, Kingsport, Tenn., elder 
—The most important action -was to 
choose between two types of leadership. 
The one was characterized by the phrase, 
“T am afraid this” and “I am afraid 
that” whenever the status quo was en- 
dangered. In contrast to the first, the 
second leadership sought to lead us to 
greater and more effective witnessing for 
Christ and was characterized by an atti- 
tude of energy, hope and strong faith. 

C. H. WiiiiaMs, Tuscaloosa, Ala., 
minister—That of union of the three 
Presbyterian communions, thus making 
for a more effective Christian witness in 
the world today. 

GrorcE D. Jackson, Winchester, Va., 
minister—The decisive vote for the union 
of our Presbyterian family. 

W. J. O’CALLAGHAN, Jr., Atlanta, Ga., 
elder—Approval of the report of the 
Council on Christian Relations which 
places our church in the forefront in ap- 
plying the Christian attitude to race re- 
lations. 

Frep P. JoHNson, Bonham, Tex., 





elder—Union of Presbyterian churches 
and the relating actions are truly Christ’s 
message to a troubled world. 

J. A. McA.prIne, Sherman, Texas, 
missionary to Japan—De-segregation, be- 
cause of its witness to the fact that there 
is no distinction of persons before the 
Lord. 

H. Lovuts Parrick, St. Louis, Mo., 
minister—The adoption of the Christian 
Relations report is the best news for me 
that the General Assembly declared from 
the Montreat mountains. 

C. R. STEGALL, Savannah, Ga., minis- 
ter, former missionary to Africa—Com- 
pared to segregation, union held a dis- 
proportionate place in the Assembly. 
Among many important actions—that 
taken in regard to segregation is more 
far-reaching and significant than any— 
even church union. 

S. J. (Jap) Patterson, Bon Air. Va., 
elder—Don Miller’s address (see page 
12), in connection with the segregation 
debate and, of course, the Assembly ac- 
tion thereon. We are a little near what 
a church ought to be than before. 

Stuart R. OcLessy, Atlanta, Ga., 
minister—The adoption of the report of 
the Christian Relations committee on seg- 
regation. The entire Assembly was piv- 
oted on this decision. 

Epwarp L. BREEDEN, JR., Norfolk, 
Va., elder and State Senator—The his- 
tory-making decision of our General As- 
sembly for union of our church with our 
brother Presbyterians of the U. P. and 
USA churches, particularly because it 
indicates an overwhelming opinion for 
such a course of action. 

WatTeR R. Courtenay, Nashville, 
Tenn., minister—The outstanding action 
of the Assembly was not an action‘in any 
formal sense. I refer to the fact that in 
all major legislation the Assembly looked 
forward rather than back, and sought to 
apply First Century Christian courage, 
faith and love to Twentieth Century 
problems; to place the Kingdom and the 
intent of Jesus Christ above denomina- 
tional self-interest and self-righteousness. 








forms which the Assembly’s office on the 
Minister and His Work provide. 


MONDAY AFTERNOON 

With the Presbyterian reunion ques- 
tion docketed for the first order of busi- 
ness Monday afternoon, the auditorium 
was filled, early and ahead of time, with 
the largest crowd ever to attend a business 
session of the Assembly. An unusual 
number of visitors attended the Assembly 
this year, but on Monday the crowd was 
at its peak—about 3,000. 

The session opened with worship, led 
by Wm. H. Kadel, Orlando, Fla., min- 
ister. The prepared order of worship 
called for vocal music, ‘The Name of 
Jesus,” but necessary changes substituted 
a soloist who sang, “Were You There 
When They Crucified My Lord?” Dr. 
Kadel’s service, following the overall 
theme of the Priesthood of Believers, was 
on “The Practice of Our Priesthood : The 
Living Sacrifice,’ and the Assembly 
closed the service with “Jesus, I My 
Cross Have Taken.” 


Union Debate 


Then the Moderator called for the re- 
port on Inter-Church Relations, by Hal- 
bert M. Jones, Laurinburg, N. C., busi- 
ness man, chairman. It was generally 
understood beforehand that the commit- 
tee was 22-16 against union and that the 
chairman would present the minority re- 
port where there was a division in the 
committee. 


Chalmers Alexander, Jackson, Miss., 
lawyer who led the opposition in the com- 
mittee, had asked that the usual division 
of one hour for each side be extended so 
as to allow one person favoring the plan 
a final 20 minutes for summary and one 
opposing a like period to close the debate. 
R. W. Jablonowski, Ft. Worth minister, 
said this gives the opposition an unfair 
advantage of speaking at the close of 
the debate, but he agreed that 40 addi- 
tional minutes might be allowed and 
moved it, with the motion prevailing 
without opposition. 


Mr. Jones had yielded to Mr. Alex- 


ASSEMBLY APPOINTMENTS 


Moderator—Wade H. Boggs, Sr. 

Stated Clerk, E. C. Scott; Assistant, P. 
J. Garrison, Jr., both elected for three- 
year terms. 

Assistants to the Moderator, during 
the Assembly meeting: Geo. D. Jackson, 
Winchester, Va.; Ronald S. Wilson, 
Miami, Fla.; Robert F. Head, Atlanta; 
Charles Wurster, Sr., Jonesville, La. 
Eldon D. Wilson, Richmond, Va. 

Permanent Judicial Committee: 1957— 
Jas. A Millard, Jr., Austin, Texas; Ray 
D. Fortna, New Orleans, La.; Judge D. 
H. Edington, Mobile, Ala. 

Office of the General Assembly: 1957— 
H. H. Gordon, Bluefield, W. Va.; Archie 
C. Smith, Birmingham, Ala.; R. A. Boll- 
ing, Cleveland, Miss.; F. S. Hay, John L. 
Morrison, W. L. Pressly. 

Trustees of the General Assembly: 
1957—John S. Cansler; J. Chester Frist, 
Mobile, Ala.; L. L. Rose. F. L. Jackson, 
Davidson, N. C., succeeding J. Layton 
Mauze. 

Historical Foundation: 1957 — Wayne 
Wiman; R. C. Grier, Mrs. Frank Barker. 

World Council of Churches: 1957— 
Principals: W. C. Robinson, Francis P. 
Miller; Alternates, Joe B. Overmyer, 
Henry H. Bryant; 1956—Principal, Harry 
A. Fifield; Alternate, Wm. E. Phifer. 

National Council of Churches: Prin- 
cipals, C. Darby Fulton, Marion A. 
Boggs; Alternates, D. J. Cumming, Wm. 
M. Elliott, Jr. 

Lord’s Day Alliance: C. Grier Davis, 
A. R. Bird, Sr. 

World Presbyterian Alliance, Paul B. 
Freeland, alternate-at-large. 

Stillman College Trustees: 1957—R. A. 
Farnsworth, Houston, Texas; Kenneth 
Forbes, Birmingham, Ala.; Peyton N. 
Rhodes, Memphis; F. B. Gear, Decatur, 
Ga.; Carl M. Hill, Nashville; W. L. 
Dansby, Tuscaloosa, Ala.; Mrs. W. P. 
Jacobs, Sr., Clinton, S. C.; 1955—Mrs. 
Albert King, replacing R. S. Reynolds, 
who declined to serve. 

Assembly’s Training School: 1957—J. 
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W. Witherspoon, Beckley, W. Va.; T. P. 
Johnston, Dunedin, Fla.; Paul Tudor 
Jones, Geo. H. Flowers, Jr., Mrs. Donald 
W. Richardson, Wm. R. Gardner, Rich- 
mond, Va.; Wm. E. Crane, Charleston, 
W. Va. 

Annuities and Relief: 1957 — E. G. 
Lilly, C. Grier Davis, John R. Richard- 
son, Turner Rice, Curtis Morris, Dr. L. 
Newton Turk, Jr.; 1955—Will M. Rich- 
ardson to replace Chas. J. Currie who be- 
comes executive secretary Sept. 1. 

Women’s Work: 1957—Wm. B. Ward, 
Spartanburg, S. C.; Mrs. Julius Smith, 
Dallas, Texas; Mrs. J. Percy Terrell, 
Navasota, Texas; Mrs. Walter N. Tru- 
lock, Jr., Pine Bluff, Ark.; Mrs. W. J. 
Powell, Thomasville, Ga.; Mrs. W. C. 
McCutchen, Birmingham, Ala.; 1955 — 
Mrs. Helen Vass, Orlando, Fla. (replac- 
ing Mrs. Elmer Reynolds). Permanent 
Committee on Cooperation and Union: 
Mrs. R. G. Martin, Pensacola, Fla. (1956). 
General Council: Mrs. T. Smith Brewer, 
Huntington, W. Va., replacing Mrs. A. 
Walton Litz. 

Christian Education: 1957—A. R. Bird, 
Jr., Huntington, W. Va.; D. P. McGeachy, 
Jr., Clearwater, Fla.; John Olert, Jr., St. 
Joseph, Mo.; R. Matthew Lynn, Mid- 
land, Texas; Geo. D. Bowles, Richmond, 
Va.; Charlotte Persinger, A. L. Currie, 
Nashville, Tenn. 1955—John V. Mat- 
thews, Royall R. Brown, Ed C. Ham- 
mond. 

Church Extension: 1957—Arthur V. 
Gibson, Arch B. Taylor, Geo. H. Wright, 
Julian Alford, N. B. Etheridge, Cecil H. 
Lang, Ben L. Rose. 

World Missions: 1957 — T. Watson 
Street, Austin, Texas; Wm. M. Elliott, 
Dallas, Texas; Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Mon- 
treat, N. C.; H. E. Russell, Montgomery, 
Ala.; Harry M. Moffett, Gastonia, N. C.; 
C. H. Patterson, Bluefield, W. Va.; Mrs. 
Lloyd K. Boggs, Birmingham, Ala.; 1955 
—Lamar Westcott, Dalton, Ga. 

General Council: 1960—E. B. McGukin, 
Wave H. McFadden, S. T. Harvin, Jas. 
W. Witherspoon, Thos. A. Fry, James 
Oleand, A. Walton Litz. 


ander, allowing him to present the ma- 
jority report. It called for an immediate 
stop to all efforts toward union, dismiss- 
ing the committee. Then Mr. Jones 
offered as a substitute the minority report 
favoring union and endorsing the rec- 
ommendations of the permanent commit- 
tee which had been submitted in identica] 
form to the USA and U. P. Assemblies, 

Then the two hour and forty minute 
period began, with speakers limited to 
ten minutes each. 

First, Albert Kissling, acting chairman 
of the Assembly’s committee, was given 
five minutes to speak about the plan it- 
self. Time ran out before he was well 
started and he was granted five minutes 
more. Then the debate began. 


Halbert M. Jones 


Mr. Jones opened for the affirmative 
calling himself “a conservative in favor 
of the plan,” though, he said, he had not 
always been in favor. However, he said 
as he had “considered the larger view 
and the great potentialities for Christ 
resulting from a strong, united Presby- 
terian witness and church,” he had come 
to favor it. Those who count only the 
difficulties end in spiritual and financial 
bankruptcy. 

He said he had come to appreciate how 
great and grand an opportunity for Christ 
and our church we have in this Plan of 
Union. His reasons for favoring were: 
(1) In a divided, strife-torn world, we 
have an historic opportunity to reduce 
division and promote the unified and 
more effective witness for Christ. (2) 
I covet, and covet in a Christian way, 
the fellowship with and leadership of 
the able and devout and consecrated lead- 
ers of the U. P. and USA churches. . .. 


I want them for and in my united Presby- 
terian Church. 


A man, he said, is judged not only by 
the enemies he makes, but also by the 
quality of those men he chooses to call 
enemies. We need to be very careful that 
we do not choose to call our enemies those 
whose lives and work manifestly bear the 
blessing of God. (3) I covet for my four 
children, and my grandchildren yet un- 
born, a united, consecrated Presbyterian 
Church, increasing mightily in service for 
Christ, not with 2,500,000 members, not 
with 5,000,000 members, but with ten 
and on beyond, to the glory of God. He 
pointed out that within present Southern 
borders union would mean an immediate 
addition of 300,000 Presbyterians. 

We are not concerned, primarily, he 
said, with the here and now, with the 
next five years. We are concerned with 
25 and 50 and 100 and 500 years. . 
This plan makes it possible for us to 
have a share in building with Christ a 
great Presbyterian communion, united 
and strong. The opportunity is historic 
and compelling. Such an opportunity 
rarely comes in the life of a man. We 
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cannot do else than seize and assure this 
opportunity for greatness. 


Robert Strong 

First speaker for the opposition was 
Robert Strong, First church, Augusta, Ga., 
who was trained in Westminster (Ortho- 
dox Presbyterian) Seminary and in 1949 
came into the U. S. church from the 
service of an independent Presbyterian 
church. Although he did not mention 
his recent coming to the U. S. church, 
references by two later speakers appeared 
to underscore this point. 

Dr. Strong said both sides in this 
matter desire the good of the church but 
they see it differently. He opposed union 
on the grounds of doctrine and organiza- 
tion. He said the USA church is not 
infested with unbelief but he said there 
are significant differences in the way in 
which doctrines are interpreted. He 
quoted a letter to the Christian Century, 
without identification, to stress his point. 

He also charged the New Curriculum 
of the USA church as being in line with 
“the destructive Higher Criticism of the 
Scriptures,” but he made no citations. 
He referred to the widely-known Machen 
incident of some years ago to stress the 
centralization of the USA church. 

He felt sure that with union there 
would be “some measure of disruption 
among us. Some ministers and churches 
will depart and possibly also some synods 
and presbyteries.” 

He spoke of his ordination vow, “to 
study the peace of the church.” This, 
he said, I am standing for today. Adop- 
tion of the majority report, calling for 
cessation of all efforts toward union, 
would save a year of contention and we 
can get on with the work of the church. 


P. D. Miller 


Pastor of Druid Hills church, Atlanta, 
P. D. Miller, said his forebears had been 
in this church for a hundred years. He 
said it is time to forget the incidents of 
the past. Up to this time, he said, he 
had not participated in any of the debates 
in the church. ‘While the battle of per- 
centages and charts was going on across 
the Assembly I was staying home tending 
to my knitting.” 

But, he went on, as a conservative in 
theology, and I could not be otherwise, 
who represents the great middle section 
of our constituency . . . there has been a 
large segment in the middle who have had 
to go into the valley of decision. Repre- 
senting that group, I had to go, and 
while there I have been doing two things. 

First, he said, I have been reading 
history, and I find there that the three 
groups represented in these negotiations 
are spiritually blood brothers before God 
and the world. They suffered for the 
same ideals, they helped found this coun- 
try, fight its Revolution, form its govern- 
ment and they led the march of pioneers 
across this whole country. They are still 
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united in ideals. ‘They still stand for 
the same thing. There is not theological 
uniformity. My study of history tells 
me there never has been uniformity of 
doctrine amongst these Presbyterian 
people. There probably is not in any 
one of these denominations today. I am 
aware of the seriousness of that but they 
represent a great ideal and one family. 
Therefore, I believe that being histor- 
ically one in the things they stood for, 
spiritual and civil, they should be one 
in fact. 

Secondly, he went on, I have been 
reading the New Testament, which re- 
flects the mind of Christ and gives the 
record of the early church. Brethren, [ 
say I have been in the valley of decision. 
Not always an enthusiastic supporter of 
union, I have come to my convictions, 
expressed here today for the first time, 
on my knees, and the book that has been 
opened is Holy Scripture, and particu- 
larly the New Testament. And there I 
find nothing to support division in the 
Body of Christ, and much, very much, 
about the unity in the Body of Christ, 
both outward as well as inward. 

I have lived again the historic strug- 
gle between St. Peter and St. Paul, and 
I thank God, with eyes wet with tears, 
that they were able to stay in the church 
and give a united testimony. 

Now, for nearly a hundred years we 
have been moving toward this moment. 
As for me, I cannot support any unneces- 
sary division in the Body of Christ Jesus’ 
church. 


G. Aiken Taylor 


Dr. Miller was followed by G. Aiken 
Taylor, Burlington, N. C., pastor, who 
expressed a ‘“‘deep concern for the clear 
theological and evangelical position 
which marks the church to which I now 
belong.” He said the Plan of Union in- 
cludes significant differences in the creed, 
pointing to changes in the vows of mem- 
bers who join and no further provision 
for ministers to inform the presbytery 
of a change in their views. “Little words 
and minor points,” he said, “become 
critically important.” Shibboleth, he 
said, may be the test between Ephraim 
and his more distant kinsmen. He said 
he did not want to see the historic Re- 
formed tradition weakened. 


Rex Brown 

As he had done in the earlier segrega- 
tion discussion, Rex Brown, the young 
lawyer from North Kansas City, Mo., 
made an appeal for union on behalf of 
the border states where, he said, he had 
had an exhilarating experience worship- 
ping and rubbing shoulders with USA 
Presbyterians. The sentiment for union, 
he said, has been in us laymen for a long 
time. Don’t think, he cautioned, that 
if we close the door that will end the 
movement toward union, for we laymen 
in the border synods want it so much. 


Tom Glasgow 


Thomas M. Glasgow, Charlotte, N. C., 
elder, said he had been requested to touch 
on two phases of the question, both re- 
lated to church property. He thought 
the provision for congregations withdraw- 
ing by their own 3/4 vote should be ex- 
tended beyond one year and he also dis- 
likes the provision in the Plan for con- 
sultation with the presbytery before prop- 
erty transactions. He admitted, how- 
ever, that his feeling was that church 
property is insignificant in relation to 
the “great tenets of our belief.” 


David L. Stitt 


The president of Austin Seminary, 
Dr. Stitt, said all Christians are bound 
together by Jesus Christ. If two men 
are together in Christ there is more in 
that fact than all else. We need to wit- 
ness to this broken world that we love 
one another; we cannot spiritualize that 
love; we must make it visible. 


John Reed Miller 


The pastor of the First church, Jack- 
son, Miss., formerly was in the United 
Presbyterian Church. He was president 
of Knoxville College, the UP Negro col- 
lege, shortly before going to Jackson. In 
his talk he said that at every point that 
is crucial, the government in the pro- 
posed plan follows the USA rather than 
our own church. He also claimed that 
there are doctrinal weaknesses. 

W. B. Abbott, Berryville, Va., pastor, 
said he grew up in the ARP church— 
“than which there is no more conservative 
group in the United States.” He said the 
USA church is no more liberal than the 
U. S. In reply to the Aiken Taylor 
charges that the vows of members have 
been radically changed, he read what the 
new constitution specifies, showing their 
full evangelical basis. 

John A. Redhead, First church, Greens- 
boro, N. C., said that when he returns to 
his native Southern Mississippi, he ex- 
plains why he is for union. His reasons 
are based on what he has known of 
U. P. and USA churches and ministers 
in various exchanges with them, as a fra- 
ternal delegate to the USA Assembly and 
as a member of the permanent committee 
on cooperation and union. 

Chalmers Alexander, leading the op- 
position, said he has relatives in the USA 
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church and he and they are perfectly 
congenial. He said he believes in coop- 
eration but he vigorously opposes union 
for doctrinal reasons. (In the last As- 
sembly which Mr. Alexander attended he 
led the fight against cooperation of the 
U. S. church in the Federal Council of 
Churches.) He said some USA ministers 
in high places of leadership interpret the 
written creed in a way that amounts to 
twisting its meaning. He reviewed the 
familiar Auburn Affirmation and J. 
Gresham Machen incidents of the 20s 
and 30s. He quoted Clarence Macart- 
ney, formerly of Pittsburgh, and John 
McComb, New York fundamentalist 
preacher, in opposition to the proposed 
union. 


Jap Patterson 

S. J. (Jap) Patterson, Jr., who is 
widely known over the church through 
his leadership of the division of Men’s 
Work, came to the platform, to join in 
the contest over whose family had been 
Presbyterians longest. He convulsed the 
Assembly when he declared, “As far as 
I can figure out, the Pattersons have been 
Presbyterians for over a thousand years!” 
Those ancestors, he said, were not so 
much interested in the adjectives that pre- 
ceded the word Presbyterian. He traced 
his own membership in four Presbyterian 
bodies: ARP, UP, USA and U.S. The 
Assembly applauded when he said, ““The 
only regret I have now is that the ARPs 
are not tying into this union with us.” 
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He favored union for three reasons: (1) 
His own experiences; (2) His estimate 
of the ministry; and (3) This is a good 
Plan to unite on. On the second point 
he said, “I am not one of these men who 
believes that this is a day when there 
should be a gulf driven between the min- 
istry and the laity. ... And now I believe 
that the majority of Presbyterian min- 
isters, U. S., favor this plan, and I favor 
it because I have confidence in the min- 
istry (but that doesn’t mean that I am 
not confident of any minister who doesn’t 
favor it). I believe the majority of our 
ministers favor it and they can be trusted. 

He said he also favors the plan because 
it ‘lets me belong to a denomination that 
does not have to remain sectional any 
longer. There has always been some- 
thing odd to me about walling myself off 
from a particular section of the nation 
of which I’m a citizen. The world is 
open to me, but as a Presbyterian, U.S., 
I have been fenced in. This plan offers 
an ideal transition into a happy operation 
and a great future.” 

James A. McAlpine, missionary to 
Japan now on furlough, opposed union 
because of fears of spiritual compro- 
mise. He reviewed the doctrinal differ- 
ences in Japan and told the story of the 
divisions that have been brought about 
there in recent years. 

Richmond McKinney, Ennis, Texas, 
missionary, said he had not always been 
for union but he described his missionary 
family experience in Mexico where he 
knew many USA missionaries and he 
said, among them, “I never knew a theo- 
logical devitate.” 


Buck Currie 

A. L. (Buck) Currie, Westminster 
church, Nashville, Tenn., addressed him- 
self to the claim that the U. S. church 
would be swallowed-up in the union. 
He said, there’s a familiar name that 
comes to me. Being swallowed certainly 
made a witness out of Jonah—and the 
Assembly roared with laughter. He said 
the Keyes charts and statistics do not 
show appreciable differences in rate of 
growth and quoted Mr. Keyes as saying 
the differences was insignificant. He said 
the charts prove “conclusively” that we 
are a more liberal people—financially, 
that is. But the USA church, in its na- 
tionwide effort, reaches more poor people 
and that accounts for a lower per capita 
gift. 

If we unite with the UP and USA 
churches, he said, we won’t go far down 
Skid Row. The field is the world, and 
we are the only major church left that 
has drawn geographical lines around 
us, and I hope by next vear that won’t be 
true of us. 

Virginia State Senator Edward L. 
Breeden of Norfolk supported union. He 
said that while there is no unanimity 
there is no real separation between min- 
isters and elders on this question. He 


said he did not know how he could go 
back home, in the face of the votes in 
the USA and UP Assemblies, if he had 
to report that the U. S. church was un- 
willing to favor what our church had 
originated. I do not know how I could 
explain this to the officers and members 
of our church and even more to the po- 
tential member. 

Senator Breeden said he had earlier 
been hearing ministers discussing eco- 
nomics and laymen discussing theology 
and he now wanted to talk politics a bit, 
in view of his political experience. He 
said a vote of No in the Assembly would 
stop further consideration of the proposal 
while a vote of Yes would send it to the 
presbyteries for further consideration and 
vote. 

W. Frank Wood, a young Cleveland, 
Miss., elder and business man, said the 
proposal was a really serious matter. He 
asked the Assembly, “Has anybody here 
heard of a continuing church? Raise 
your hands if you have.” Some hands 
appeared. He said he wished he had the 
confidence in the ministry that Jap Pat- 
terson had just expressed but he said 
he talked to a minister about this subject 
and ‘he used language that I didn't 
know a minister knew.” 


Jas. A. Jones: For Youth 


James A. Jones, Charlotte, N. C., min- 
ister at Myers Park church, supported 
union, not merely for present considera- 
tions but in view of 1983 and beyond. He 
said the youth leaders of the three 
churches sat together; then they went out 
to be alone, with no fathers or grand- 
fathers present (OUTLOOK, Dec. 28), and 
they came back and said, We want to be 
one. ‘They cannot speak to us today 
because they are not commissioners of 





For Distribution 


Feature issues of 


we Presbute 
Outlook 


THE CHURCH AND SEGREGATION 
(May 3) 





WORLD MISSIONS REPORT (Apr. 19) 


Orders may be mixed: 15¢; 
7 copies for $1. 


OUTLOOK PUBLISHERS 
1 N. 6th St. Richmond 19, Va. 











THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





d go 
-s in 
had 
> un- 
had 
ould 
nbers 


> po- 


urlier 
eco- 
ology 
a bit, 
He 
vould 
posal 
‘oO the 
n and 


‘land, 
d the 
. He 
* here 
Raise 
hands 
id the 
» Pat- 
- said 
ubject 
didn’t 


, min- 
ported 
idera- 
id. He 

three 
nt out 
yrand- 
), and 
+ to be 
today 
ers of 





ION 


. 19) 


9, Va. 








TLOOK 





this court. . . . They are the hope of the 
church . . . and it is for their sake that 
I would urge upon you .. . that we give 
them the chance to have the ecclesiastical 
fraternity which already they have de- 
clared they wish to possess. 

He said there is more division in the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., today than 
would be contemplated in the union of 
the Presbyterian churches under the pro- 
posed plan. If we can get along who 
so fundamentally disagree in the ven- 
ture of serving Christ, why do we imag- 
ine the Holy Spirit cannot preserve that 
fraternity in a larger outreach? 

He related his own participation in the 
communion service at the recent USA 
Assembly and of the moving character- 
istics of that experience. They, he said, 
are already my brethren and I want the 
world to know. 


Frank Price Supports 


Frank W. Price, the recent Modera- 
tor, said he had known hundreds of 
Presbyterian USA missionaries since he 
was a boy in China. I trust them, I love 
them. I believe we stand together on 
the great essentials of the faith. I have 
come back to this country praying that 
we may not only bear our witness in Vir- 
ginia, but also in South Carolina and 
Iowa and California. United, we would 
have a missionary opportunity in 34 
countries. Our decision here, he said, 
will reverberate around the world—in 
Asia, in Africa and South America. May 
it be a witness to strengthen the younger 
churches ! 

John R. Richardson was the conclud- 
ing speaker for the opposition. He is 
pastor of the Westminster church, Atlan- 
ta, which has been a subject of a great 
deal of controversy in the church in re- 
cent years, bringing about strong action 
by recent Assemblies calling for it to 
amend its charter so as to delete refer- 
ences which suggest that it is independent 
of any Presbyterian body in regard to 
its property. 

The speaker picked up the earlier ref- 
erence to Jonah which Dr. Currie made 
and he got a laugh from the Assembly 
when he said he wanted to remind Dr. 
Currie that Jonah was spit out before 
he became a witness. 

He said he was for Christian unity 
but he professed “tremendous misgiv- 
ings” because of a difference in theologi- 
cal outlook in the negotiating churches. 
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He quoted, as had Mr. Alexander, the 
warnings of Macartney and McComb. 
He spent a major portion of his time 
criticizing the Westminster Bible which 
was published by Westminster Press but 
is not an official publication of any 
church. He differed with the attitude of 
the scholars, whose comments appear in 
the Westminster volume, citing the non- 
Mosaic authorship of the Pentateuch, 
two Isaiahs and the historicity of Daniel. 
These things, he said, disturb me. 

If we get into this union, he said, it 
will not be the ultimate step. In the 
ecumenical movement we will continue 
negotiations with other churches and the 
church in which we were born will have 
its testimony as history and not as real- 
ity. 

Dr. Richardson surprised the Assem- 
bly (and himself) by urging that the 
commissioners vote for the minority re- 
port and not the majority. When he 


realized what he had said, he explained 
that “we have usually been in the minor- 
ity so it is just a habit.” 


Elliott Concludes 


William M. Elliott, Jr., Highland 
Park church, Dallas, and a member of 
the permanent committee on union, closed 
the debate, reciting his experiences in 
both the U. S. and USA churches. He 
said the plan is probably not perfect but 
it is fair and it preserves the best in the 
three churches and it is Presbyterian to 
the core—and if I did not believe that I 
would not be for it. If we unite, we will 
unite on the basis of the plan; not on 
what one individual here and there may 
think or do. 

He urged that the plan be sent to the 
presbyteries, in fairness (1) to the men 
who have worked on it for years and are 
now in the Church Triumphant, (2) to 
the other churches that are involved in 





Nature’s Grandest and Tenderest 


In imagination plant yourself by the 
side of Sir Francis Younghusband on the 
highlands of Tibet, 15,000 feet above sea 
level. “Straight before me was the 
main range of the Himalaya. At night 
the stars in the clearness of that high 
altitude shone out with a_ brilliance 
seldom seen at murkier levels. All was 
grand. But all was bitterly cold. Icy 
winds swept unimpeded over the barren 
plains. Not a green thing was anywhere 
to be seen. There was not a sign of life. 

“Then a miracle happened. As the 
days became longer, as the air grew 
warmer, as the streams began to melt and 
moisture to come up from the earth, there 
sprang forth in sheltered hollows vivid 
green shoots. And as the weather grew 
warmer still, there suddenly appeared tiny 
flowers of the most exquisite blue. The 


Living with Peace of Mind. . 


mountains rose sheer and gaunt. But 
here and there I would come across little 
pockets, or saucers, a few yards across, 
matted with lovely gentians. Here was 
Nature at her grandest and at her tender- 
est. 

“Under the stars—especially if we 
spend whole nights with them—we have 
a like impression. ‘Though perhaps here 
it is more an impression of infinity. And 
the mountains themselves sink into sig- 
nificance. If we throw our heads back, 
and gaze straight above us, there seems 
no limit to the heights into which we can 
peer. We feel some invisible power si- 
lently at work around us, irresistibly 
drawing us out of ourselves till we stretch 
out to infinite heights beyond the fur- 
therest horizons. We stand in awe of the 
overwhelming might of that power. But 
we are touched by its infinite delicacy.” 


By Kirby Page 
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June 15 
Tennessee, Na-Co-Me, Tuesday, 7:30. 
June 21 
Missouri, Park College, Parkville, Mon- 
day, 6:00 p.m. 
June 22 
Alabama, Shades Valley, Birmingham, 
Tues., 7:30. 
June 28 
West Virginia, Ruffner, Charleston, Mon- 
day, 10 a.m. 
June 29 
Appalachia, First, Bristol, Tues., 1:30. 
July 6 
Oklahoma, Central, Oklahoma _ City, 
Tues., 2:30. 
July 13 
North Carolina, Barium Springs, Tues., 
2:30. 
Georgia, Clinton, S. C., P. C., Tues., 3:00. 
July 20 
Kentucky, Centre, Danville, Tues., 2:00. 
Florida, Riverside, Jacksonville, Tues., 
2:30. 
Louisiana, Canal Street, New Orleans, 
Tues., 7:30. 
August 31 
Virginia, Staunton, Tues., 2:00. 
Mississippi, Belhaven, Jackson, Tues., 
8:00. 
South Carolina, Clinton, P. C., Tues., 
8:00. 


September 14 
Texas, Mo-Ranch, Hunt, Tues., 7:30. 


September 28 
Arkansas, First, Hope, Tues., 2:00. 
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the plan with us, and (3) to the presby- 
teries, who have a right to vote on it. 

Dr. Elliott said he is for union because 
it will eliminate sinful duplication and 
competition in some areas. Being on the 
Board of World Missions, he said “it 
thrills me to my toes” to feel that instead 
of eight fields we will work in 30 or more. 

A united church, he said, will give us 
a national concern and program. It will 
effect a reconciliation after 92 years. Is 
this mere sentiment? Maybe to some 
of us, but not to an unbelieving world. 
The only kind of unity an unbelieving 
world can understand is a visible unity. 

What is proposed? Not a loose feder- 
ation, with each church fighting for its 
rights, but a new national church. I think 
we have something to contribute to such 
a church. We ought to be out in front. 
If we think we have something superior 
to contribute, let’s put it down where it 
will mean something. 


Will some parts of the church split and 
pull out? he asked. I just can’t believe 
that we will refuse to abide by three- 
fourth of the presbyteries of our church. 
Before the world, let’s lock arms and 
march together. 


The Moderator followed a period of 
silent prayer with petitions for guidance. 


ime Ire 
' mndard heiw 
Order trom sour dealer 


OFFER 


J Mail 81.00 for trial lot 
‘ stpaudl 


en sent po 





14. Ma 





Peace College 


Owned by the Presbyterians of 
North Carolina 


A Junior College combined with the last 
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Time to Stand Up 


The method of voting had to be de- 
cided. The majority of the committee, 
opposing reunion, had incorporated a re- 
quest for a secret ballot in their report, 
James A. Jones, however, opposed this 
this method, for, he said, ‘“There can be 
no secret ballot before God. The time 
has come in this confederacy of faith for 
every man to stand up and be counted.” 
The Assembly applauded. 

Mr. Alexander then explained that he 
and others in their section of the com- 
mittee wanted to insure absolute freedom 
to express differences. “Some laymen,” 
he said, ‘‘do not want to differ with their 
pastors for fear of hurting the feelings 
of the pastor.” There was general laugh- 
ter at this statement. 

I. E. Wallace, Clemson, S. C., retired 
minister, who had requested a roll call 
vote on the segregation question on Sat- 
urday, renewed his request for the same 
method on this issue. If one-third of the 
commissioners join in the request it has 
to be done, but indications were that not 
more than a dozen wanted to follow this 
method. 

The time for adjournment was long 
past. The two hour and 40 minute pe- 
riod had lengthened, with the inevitable 
procedures. The hotels had been told 
to postpone the dinner hour until the vote 
was taken. 

Dr. Boggs told the Assembly that the 
debate, now concluded, had been con- 
ducted on as high a plain “as I have 
ever witnessed.” People who have wit- 
nessed previous debates on this or related 
topics agreed. 

The vote was put on the substitute 
(favoring union), commissioners stood 
in favor of union; then those opposed. 
The tabulators put their heads together 
and then announced—that more votes 
had been cast than there were commis- 
sioners in the Assembly. With three men 
absent, there could be no more than 459 
and 468 were reported. 

At this announcement there was solemn 
shaking of some heads—as if some enthu- 
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siasts had joined in the voting. Com- 
missioners are not assigned regular seats 
and visitors ordinarily sit where they 
wish. Unusual care had been taken, how- 
ever, to have commissioners sit in the 
front and center sections and visitors to 
the side and rear and commissioners were 
reminded to wear their credentials cards. 

When people had a chance to think 
about the situation they recognized that 
their first suspicions were unfounded. 


With large groups of people rising to vote 
together in some sections it was very dif- 
ficult for men taking the count to be ac- 
curate and they obviously miscounted. 


PEWS, PULPIT « CHANCEL 
———.  Furnilire 


The vote on the substitute was an- 
nounced at 280-172. Then it was put 
as the main motion, becoming the affirma- 
tive action on union, and it picked up 
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three votes, with the action approved 
283-169. 

The 169 vote, curiously enough, was 
observed to be the exact figure registered 
in opposition to the racial segregation 
action on Saturday, but the margin for 
union was greater, moving from 67 on 
Saturday to 114 on Monday. 

At 6:45, the Assembly recessed for a 
late dinner, with the evening program 
set at 8:30. 


What Was Approved? 


Now that the debate was over and the 
vote was recorded, what had actually been 
approved? Rank-and-file commissioners 
were just voting For or Against union, 
with little or no discussion of what else. 
The recommendations of the parmanent 
committee, representing the agreement of 
the three negotiating bodies, were all 
adopted by the Assembly. These include 
very important provisions, particularly 
with respect to procedure. Here they are: 


1. The Assembly received and approved 
the Plan and recommended it to the pres- 
byteries for their advice and consent. 

2. The Categorical Question—Shall we 


unite on the proposed bases?—was an- 
swered affiirmatively. 

3. Each presbytery was asked to follow 
this procedure: 

(a) Refer the plan to a standing or 
special committee for study and report. 

(b) This committee, after carefully 
considering the plan and noting its revi- 
sions, and after earnestly and prayerfully 
seeking to discover God’s will for the 
church, reports to a stated meeting of 
presbytery prior to the taking of a vote, 
but not before next January 1. 

4. Each presbytery was instructed to 
vote Yes or No on the Categorical Ques- 
tion precisely as it is worded. 

5. Inasmuch as there is agreement by 
all our churches on the value of Christian 
cooperation, the Assembly: 

(a) Encourages the boards and agen- 
cies working in the same field to continue 
their cooperation; and 

(b) Requests the preparation of ten- 
tative interim plans for carrying on work 
before the Plan of Union goes into effect, 
these interim plans to be presented to the 
1955 General Assemblies, if and when the 
presbyteries shall have approved the plan; 
and 

(c) Encourages presbyteries to invite 
representatives of the other churches to 
be present with them, and share fully in 
their discussions concerning union. 


(Continued next week) 


@ This was the basis on which the Assembly made its 
historic decision condemning segregation as un-Christian 


Tradition vs. the Word of God 


By DONALD G. MILLER* 


E ARE all aware of the difficulty 

of this problem and of the equal 
sincerity of two particular views con- 
cerning it. It seems to me, however, 
that in a court of the Church of Jesus 
Christ we have only one place to go to 
reconcile differences of opinion. 

I got out the Confession of Faith not 
long before coming down here this after- 
noon and I read, what I had read before, 
that 

“|. , the whole counsel of God concern- 
ing all things necessary for his own 
glory, man’s salvation, faith and life, is 
either expressly set down in Scripture, or 
by good and necessary consequence may 
be deduced from Scripture: unto which 
nothing at any time is to be added, wheth- 
er by new revelation of the Spirit or tra- 
ditions of men.” 


We have historically rejected ancient 
church tradition and have said that the 
Scriptures take precedence over tradition, 
but we are in danger of accepting a dis- 
guised contemporary tradition that takes 
the place of the Bible. If we are true 
to our heritage and our convictions, this 
question must first be faced in terms of 
Holy Scripture. This is the sole basis of 
discussion. 


Human Efforts Failed 


Now, of course, there is no time to dis- 
cuss the Biblical doctrine in relation to 
this question in detail or at length, but 





*Dr. Miller, professor of New Testament 
at Union Seminary in Virginia, delivered 
this brief address at the Assembly during 
the debate on racial segregation. 
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in a broad way we have, beginning with 
the creation of man, an essential unity of 
all men set forth in Scripture. This unity 
pertained until, in the Book of Genesis, 
we see sinful man seeking to maintain 
that unity by his own human efforts when 
man said, “Let us build a tower, a struc- 
ture of human society, which will hold us 
together, lest we be scattered throughout 
the earth.” Because their effort at human 
unity was made independently of God, 
we are told that God proceeded to scatter 
man and confuse his tongue. But the 
divisions among men are not native to 
man; they are the result of human sin. 
The moment we are told that in Holy 
Scripture, God called Abraham to begin 
a movement, a movement of faith which 
would undo the tragedy of the Tower of 
Babel. 

Running through the whole of Scrip- 
ture, we have God’s answer to this dis- 
unity which ultimately is achieved when, 
in the Book of the Revelation, in a new 
creation, we see men of every people, 
tribe, tongue, and nation together again 
and the tragedy of the Tower of Babel is 
solved. 

Now, the church both in the Old Tes- 
tament and the New exists to bear witness 
to the restored unity of mankind in a 
society which knows nothing about it. 
We are not here debating a civic issue. 
We are here as a court of the Church of 
Jesus Christ to decide whether we, within 
the fellowship of the church, are willing 
to take our faith seriously and bear wit- 


ness to the restored unity of mankind to 
a secular world which has no way of 
restoring it. 

We have not only Holy Scripture as 
a basis of judgment, but we have also a 
Confession of Faith. I browsed through 
the Confession a little bit before coming 
here this afternoon and in Chapter 28, 
on the “Communion of Saints,”’ read that 
all saints that are “united to Jesus Christ 
their head, by his Spirit and by faith, 
have fellowship with him . . . and, being 
united to each other in love, they have 
communion in each other’s gifts and 
graces.” Now we cannot have commu- 
nion in each other’s gifts and graces un- 
less we are together. Furthermore, the 
saints 

“ ... are obliged to the performance of 
such duties, public and private, as do con- 
duce to their mutual good, both in the in- 
ward and outward man. Saints by their 
profession are bound to maintain an holy 
fellowship and communion in the worship 
of God ... which communion ... is to 
be extended unto all those who, in every 
place, call upon the name of the Lord 
Jesus.” 

The only division Scripture knows be- 
tween men is between saint and sinner, 
believer and unbeliever. The only di- 
vision the Confession of Faith knows 
between men is between saint and sinner, 
believer and unbeliever. And in the Old 
Testament, though it was historically nec- 
essary for God to call a people that was 
historically conditioned by certain na- 
tional ties, a man of any race, color, or 
nation, when he accepted God as the 
Lord and entered the fellowship of faith, 
was under no handicap whatsoever. The 
same was true in the New Testament, and 
our Confession of Faith gives the exact 
interpretation of the Bible concerning this 
matter. 


lf We Are True 


Now, we often, when the Scriptures 
seem to bear out what we would like them 
to bear out, defend our views with Holy 
Scripture. Ought we not, if we are true 
to our heritage, ought we not likewise to 
take the word of Holy Scripture when it 
cuts across our prejudice, our selfishness, 
and our sin? If we are true to our heri- 
tage, there is only one basis on which 
this is to be decided—that is the unity of 
redeemed man in the fellowship of faith 
as set forth in Holy Scripture. Any 
other issues simply confuse the real mat- 
ter, and take us away from the real issue 
we are facing. 

We are faced now in an hour of destiny 
with the great question of whether we 
are going to follow our Lord, and, in a 
secular society so divided, testify not only 
by word but by the witness of life that 
every man who believes in Jesus Christ 
is one with every other believer and that 
in the fellowship of faith, we worship 
and work and live together. 


REPRINTS—5¢; 12 for 25¢; 50 or more, 
1¢ each. 
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JUDGMENT COMES TO ISRAEL 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for June 27, 1954 
Il Kings 17. Print vss. 5-14,18 


We are asked to consider this week the 
judgment which befell Israel, the North- 
ern Kingdom, including the ten tribes 
which rejected Rehoboam, the son of 
Solomon, as their king, and chose Jero- 
boam in his stead. 


Il. The Story of Israel’s Fall 


The history of Israel, which came to 
an inglorious end as recounted in II 
Kings 17, falls naturally into four pe- 
riods: 

First Period: Jeroboam and His Suc- 
cessors, 975:929 B.C. Jeroboam led the 
successful revolt of the ten tribes against 
Rehoboam, who proposed to increase the 
burdens which Solomon, his father, had 
imposed upon the people. The revolt was 
encouraged by the prophetic group, of 
which Ahijah was the spokesman. Fear- 
ing that a centralized worship in Jeru- 
salem might lead his people to return 
to their former allegiance, Jeroboam 
braved the wrath of the prophetic party 
and broke with Ahijah by establishing 
a new center of worship in Bethel, where 
God was worshipped under the image 
of the golden calves. 

Second Period: House of Omri, 929- 
884 B.C, Omri established the first stable 
dynasty that Israel had yet known and 
was a vigorous and successful ruler. In 
the sacred history, however, he is over- 
shadowed by his son Ahab, whose Phoe- 
nician wife, Jezebel, introduced into Is- 
rael the worship of her native Baal, 
which threatened to supplant the worship 
of the Lord God in the affection of the 
people. Jehovah’s cause was champion- 
ed first by Elijah, and then by Micaiah 
and especially by Elisha, on whom Elijah 
had thrown his mantle. The great con- 
flict between Baal and the Lord continued 
during the reign of Ahab and of his sons 
Ahaziah and Jehoram. 

Third Period: House of Jehu, 884- 
772 B.C. Jehu, one of Israel’s leading 
generals, was induced to revolt against 
his royal master by the prophet Elisha 
(II Kings 9-10). He slew Jehoram, 
with Jezebel, the wicked queen mother, 
and all surviving members of the house 
of Ahab, and then completely extirpated 
the worship of the Phoenician Baal. But 
he continued to support the worship of 
the golden calves and was exceedingly 
unfortunate in his war with Syria. All 
the land east of the Jordan was wrested 
from his hands. Under the reign of his 
son, Jehoahaz (13:1-9), the nation 
reached the nadir of humiliation. Is- 
rael became the vassal of Syria and was 
barely able to maintain even the sem- 
blance of independence. National re- 
covery set in under the reign of Jehoash 
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(13:10-25). This strong and able king 
recovered all the land which had been 
lost to Syria. Jeroboam II (14:23-29) 
continued his program of national expan- 
sion and extended the boundaries of the 
Kingdom to the Euphrates. Syria now 
paid tribute to Israel, which had not 
known such prosperity since the days of 
David and Solomon. Amos, the first of 
a new line of prophets whose messages 
were reduced to permanent literary form, 
pointed out that the prosperity of Israel 
was illusory as it had been in the days 
of Solomon, it was the prosperity of the 
few at the expense of the suffering of the 
many, such prosperity would not endure; 
when the crisis came the nation would 
collapse. The strong who had taken ad- 
vantage of the weak, the pious who were 
unconcerned about the establishment of 
righteousness and justice in the land 
(Amos 5:18-24), and the comfortable 
middle class who were indifferent to the 
suffering of the less fortunate (Amos 
6:1-7), he predicted, would all be in- 
volved in the common ruin. Jeroboam 
II was the strongest king ever possessed 
by the Northern kingdom. His son Zech- 
ariah, reigned six months and was slain 
by Shallum. 

Fourth period: Political Adventurers, 
772-732 B.C. Shallum, Menahem, Pe- 
kahiah, Peka and Hoshea followed one 
another in rapid succession on the throne. 
Menahem was the only one who came to 
a peaceful end. The prophecies of Ho- 
sea relate mostly to this period. The 
worship of God could scarcely be dis- 
tinguished by this time from the non- 
moral worship of the Canaanites. As- 
syria and Egypt were the two great pow- 
ers contending for the mastery of the 
world. Despite the warning of the 
prophets, rival political factions in Is- 
rael, sought safety in allying themselves 
first with one world power and then with 
the other. Assyria, the cruelest nation in 
antiquity, exacted a tremendous tribute 
from Menahem; in the reign of Pekah, 
who sought protection from Egypt, she 
carried the inhabitants of northern Is- 
rael into captivity, and during the reign 
of Hoshea, who had sought to throw off 
her yoke, she captured and destroyed 
Samaria, the capital of the nation, and 
transported most of the remaining in- 
habitants into the lands of the East. 

What became of these people of the 
northern kingdom? Some, with a com- 
plete lack of historical sense, contend 
that the ten tribes remained intact and 
that they constitute the basis of certain 
modern nations, or even religious groups. 
Mormons, for example, claim that Amer- 


ica was settled by the ten lost tribes, and 
that they, the Mormons, or “Latter Day 
Saints,” are their spiritual descendants 
and will enjoy all the material blessings 
promised to Israel in the Old Testament. 
A small but active group promotes the 
idea that the British-Americans are de- 
cendants of these lost tribes and the re- 
cipients therefore of all the blessings fore- 
told by the prophets. These views have 
no basis in fact and are regarded by 
scholars as utterly fantastic. The nu- 
merous Israelites who had little or no 
interest in religion were quickly absorbed 
by the Assyrians and lost their identity. 
Others settled in more or less definite 
groups and probably became the basis of 
the so-called “Jews of the Dispersion,” 
whom we read about in later Biblical 
times. The descendants of some who had 
been carried off by Assyria returned to 
Jerusalem almost two hundred years later 
with Zerubbabel and helped restore the 
city again following the exile. In our 
Lord’s day there were representatives of 
tribes other than Judah and Benjamin 
among the people of Jerusalem (See Luke 
2:36: Acta 2:9, 26:7). 


Il. The Explanation of Israel's Fall 


The writers of the Bible indicate that 
many factors must be taken into account 
if we are to understand Israel’s disap- 
pearance as a nation. Amos had warned 
a generation and more before the event 
that social and economic injustice, the 
exploitation of the weak by the strong, 
would undermine the nation’s strength. 
Hosea, a contemporary of the events 
which he describes, makes it clear that 
unwise foreign policy which drained off 
the nation’s resources and which invited 
further aggression on the part of the 
dominant world powers played a part. 
The writer of Kings charges that Israel’s 
fall as a nation was due to an inner spir- 
itual corruption, to a religicus declension 
which for generations had been spreading 
through the whole of Israel. There is 
no conflict here. Amos, Hosea and all 
the prophets agreed that the spiritual 
defection was primary. “Seek me and 
live,’ was God’s offer made through 
Amos forty years before the captivity 
(5:4). “My people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge,” He cried through 
Hosea, as the end drew near (4:6). 

Writing after the event, the author of 
II Kings says: 

“In the ninth year of Hoshea, the king 
of Assyria captured Samaria and he car- 
ried the Israelites away to Assyria (vs. 
6)....And this was so because the people 
of Israel had sinned against the Lord their 
God (vs. 7) . and had feared other 
gods and walked in the customs of the na- 
tions whom God drove out before the 
people of Israel (vss. 7-8). ... They set 
up for themselves pillars and Asherim on 
every high hill (vs. 10) ... and they served 
idols (vs. 12)... . And they forsook all 
the commandments of the Lord their God 
and made for themselves molten images 
of two calves; and they made an Asherah, 
and worshipped all the host of heaven, and 
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served Baal. And they burned their sons 
and their daughters as offerings, and used 
divination and sorcery, and sold them- 
selves to do evil in the sight of the Lord 
(vss. 16-17).” 

Baal, the god of the Cannanites and of 
the Phoenicians, was the god who sent 
sunshine and rain. The worship of Baal 
and of his consort, Ashtoreth, was there- 
fore a fertility cult and was designed to 
secure favorable conditions for the crops. 
As other eastern fertility cults it was 
a non-ethical religion, making few moral 
demands upon its adherents. On the 
other hand it encouraged religious pros- 
titution as a means of insuring fertility 
for the land and, at times, required par- 
ents to sacrifice their children in the fire. 
The high places (vs. 9) were the elevated 
spots on which the worship of Baal and 
Ashtoreth was carried out. ‘From watch 
tower to fortified city” (vs. 9) was a 
proverbial expression for the loneliest as 
well as the most populous places. The 
images (KJV) or pillars (RSV) in vs. 
10 refer to the stones set up in honor of 
the heathen deities. The word translated 
“groves” (KJV) and Asherim (RSV) 
were wooden poles which were the sym- 
bols of the goddess of fertility. They 


were associated with the religious prosti- 
tution which accompanied the worship of 
Baal and Ashtoreth. Divination in vs. 
17 probably refers to some way of seek- 
ing guidance by lots or arrows with dif- 
ferent marks on them, the words on the 
selected ones being taken as the direction 
as to what to do (cf. Ezekiel 21:21-22) 
—the equivalent in that day of our mod- 
ern palmistry, astrology, table tipping, 
crystal gazing and the like. The word 
“enchantments” or “sorcery” (vs. 17) re- 
fers perhaps to omens derived from sight 
or sound. 

Baal worship appealed to the Israelites 
because it made no exacting moral de- 
mands on its adherents and because it 
claimed to ward off evil and to promote 
prosperity. According to vss. 8 and 11, 
Israel had learned this religion from the 
nations whom she had displaced—the 
Canaanites—many of whom still remain- 
ed in the land—in other words, from her 
neighbors. In vs. 15 we read that in ad- 
dition she took over the customs of the 
nations round about (it is hard even for 
a Christian to resist the ideals and prac- 
tices of the world). In the second clause 


of vs. 8 we read that Israel was also in- 
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fluenced by the example of her leaders. 
The first of these was Jeroboam, who 
introduced the worship of the golden 
calves into Israel; it was still the worship 
of the Lord God, but a step toward Baal- 
ism, toward a religion concerned only 
with wordly success. Deterioration from 
that point was steady. In vs. 8 we note 
that the people walked in the way of the 
nations whom God had cast out before 
them. In vs. 15 we are told that they 
rejected God’s ways and the covenant 
which he had made with their fathers, 
and in vs. 16 that they forsook all the 
commandments of the Lord their God. 
We have observed before that sexual im- 
morality was a part of the heathen wor- 
ship (some modern observers, Kinsey, 
et al, point out that it is a commonplace 
in our modern American life). 

Vs. 17 indicates that child sacrifice 
was also a concomitant. People who 
lose faith in a God who has established 
an eternal moral order for the universe 
also lose respect for human personality. 
Some of the effects of this attitude in the 
social and economic realm were pointed 
out by the two prophets, Amos and Ho- 
sea, whose messages we have considered 
in recent weeks. Turning from the wor- 
ship of God to the worship of Baal means 
therefore that the people were throwing 
over their old moral standards, losing 
their respect for human _ personality, 
loosening their marital ties, living more 
and more for wordly gain, careless of the 
way in which it was obtained. Accord- 
ing to the prophets, Israel’s decline was 
due more to internal causes than to ex- 
ternal ones. “Therefore the Lord was 
very angry with Israel, and removed them 
out of his sight; none was left but the 
tribe of Judah only (vs. 18). 

In considering the significance of this 
lesson for our present day, we should 
remember that a man’s idols are the gods 
which he has erected in his heart. The 
modern man is no longer tempted to wor- 
ship idols of wood and stone, but in the 
last analysis our modern idols are not 
far different from those which destroyed 
the strength of Israel. Our lesson sug- 
gests the following truths at least: 

When men put God out of their hearts, 
false gods take his place. Conversely, 
man cannot serve God and Mammon 
(i.e., money). 

Idolatry (or secularism—life, lived 
apart from God—its modern counter- 
part) once begun, tends to grow in the 
individual and in the nation and to ex- 
press itself in a multitude of ways. 

Idolatry (or secularism) is followed 
sooner or later by a declension in morals. 
This is true of the individual; it is true 
also of a nation. 

Righteousness exalts a nation; sin is 
the downfall of any people. 

The sins which undermined the 
strength of Israel are also present and 
growing in the life of America. 

Lesson topic and Scripture selections copyrighted by 


the Division of Education, National Council of Churches. 
Scripture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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SOME SINS OF SUBURBIA 


By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


HE TREND to the cities continues, 
and our church is following it. 
Churches are being organized and built 
in scores of new places. But what kind 
of places? Not in the down-town areas 
of the cities. Congregations there are 
hoping to sell their plants for a million 
dollars and move out where the people 
(their people) live. (Noble exceptions 
exist, but isn’t this the general picture?) 
Drives through the country do not re- 
veal many new churches out there. There 
is an abundance of old ones, with small 
congregations rattling around in sanc- 
tuaries built for five times the number, 
raiding and being raided by the six or 
eight equally small near-by congregations 
of other equally stubborn denominations. 
Where you see the church really grow- 
ing is where the population is growing, 
out in the suburbs of cities large and 
small. Suburbia is where enormous num- 
bers of Americans long to be, and that 
is where they are moving as fast as the 
houses can be racked up and the pay- 
ments put down. Here the Committees 
on Church Extension are really extend- 
ing, and here the church is on the boom. 
Life in Suburbia, U.S.A., is prcbably 
the pleasantest in the world. Life is so 
pleasant, in fact, that it seems almost an 
impertinence to mention sin, in the midst 
of all these spotless windows and razored 
lawns. Could it be that when in the 
minds of young ministers a secret desire 
is found to be called to Suburbia, it is 
because there one is not bothered by the 
grubby sins of down-town or the 
“sticks”? The grubby sins are here, 
too, of course. But while there is a com- 
mon denominator of sin which Suburbia 
shares with Corncob Crossing and Mill 
Hill, there are also some sins to which 
Suburbia is specially tempted. Three 
may be mentioned, but anyone who has 
been around knows these are not the 
only three. 
NE is an inordinate value placed 
on Things. Each level of Suburbia 
has its own fetishes. It will certainly be 
the houses themselves, and the car, which 
must always be in keeping with the 
house. It may in addition, depending on 
the location, be dogs, dogwood, fishing 
tackle, antiques, power mowers, model 
trains, back-yard swimming pools, rid- 
ing horses. 

Inhabitants of Surburbia never get 
raises in salary, really, because if they 
have more money to spend they will move 
to another subdivision where there are 
more things, and more expensive things, 
to spend it for. A representative of a fine 
and famous set of books for children and 
young people was calling on a lady of a 
Super-suburbia. The price was around 
$200. “But I can’t afford it,” the lady 
said. (There wasn’t a book of any kind 
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visible.) The caller did a little arith- 
metic for the lady’s benefit, or rather for 
the benefit of the children. She added 
up the prices of the expensive bikes in 
the drive, the probable cost of the drapes 
and the antiques (she knew). The two 
ladies were in fact sitting on more than 
$200 worth of chairs at that very minute. 
(She made the sale, by the way.) 
Suburbia can always afford things, it 
has to; but when it comes to the intan- 
gible values, Suburbia is not going to 
go into that unless pushed. How many 
built-in bars are in your neighborhood, 
as compared with built-in book-cases ? 


NOTHER sin of Suburbia is Keep- 

ing Up. This is not all sinful, by 
any means. It is a good thing to follow 
your neighbor’s industrious example in 
trimming the lawn, painting the house, 
cleaning the walk, polishing the andirons. 
But Suburbia does not always stop with 
that. 


Consider picture windows, for instance. 
They are expensive, they are the builder’s 
delight . . . but in most suburbs they are 
completely ridiculous. Who ever saw 
anyone looking out of a picture window? 
Since all you see is your opposite neigh- 
bors’ picture window, it hardly seems 
worthwhile. The first such windows were 
built in places that had something to look 
at. Now they line every even half-re- 
spectable street. Houses without dining 
rooms, without porches, without garages, 
without grace or comfort, will have these 
windows. 

So with other things less justifiable. It 
may be extravagant, absurd, even sinful. 
But if one house has it, all the rest will 
either have it or be unhappy without it. 
Ironic though it be in this hot-bed of 
free-enterprisers, whenever a man in Su- 


burbia does not have just what his neigh- 
bors have, it is always assumed that it 
must only be because he can’t afford it. 


GAIN special in Suburbia, though 

not exclusive with it, is the sin of 
Caste. The zoners rather encourage this, 
to begin with. No house in the new sub- 
division, the commission says, must cost 
less than $20,000 nor be occupied by 
more than one family. 

An article in a newspaper the other 
day, listing the signs of Blighted Areas 
in cities, named as one infallible sign: 
taking in roomers. The result of all this 
tends to be that in any particular level 
of Suburbia the salary bracket is about 
the same, and since in our culture social 
status is measured more by bank balance 
than by occupation, each layer of Subur- 
bia tends to form a caste by itself. 


One is aware that there are lower 
castes; but one never sees them after 
working or shopping hours. It eventual- 
ly becomes rather hard to imagine how 
other castes live. This is different from 
the old days when shanties used to be not 
so far from mansions. Cities did not 
look so neat then, but at least the man- 
sion-dwellers could know without much 
trouble when the shanty-dwellers were 
hungry. 

Caste also makes the member of it con- 
fuse “us” with “everybody” and ‘our 
way” with “Right.” 

Let no man envy the minister to Su- 
burbia. His parishioners are decorous, 
smartly turned out, adjusted to everything 
but failure, glowing with sun-tan and 
savoir-faire. They will see that his manse 
is at the right address, they will take care 
that his car is no disgrace to the neigh- 
borhood. Sin makes less uproar than 
downtown; it is less crude than out in the 
hills. But it is there, smooth, smug and 
stubborn. 


The heart of man is what it is, for all 
the prize flowers and furniture polish. 
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John N. Miller, who taught at Peace SOUTHWESTERN AT MEMPHIS 
College during the past term, is now Memphis 12, Tennessee 
pastor at Snow Hil, N. C., serving also p ee 
the Jason Church. Write for Information Office of Admissions 

John P. Minter from Cuero, Texas, to 
904 N. Cleveland, Sherman, Texas, Grand 


Ave, church. THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY’S 


Hugh C. Hamilton and family, John 


Knox church, Orlando, Fla., and Robert TRAINING SCHOOL 


° é Ss 5 v St. Ss sr- . 
me orig fanned nage dle enme a Summer Session 1954 August 2-13 
pits and manses during June and July. Courses in Bible, Christian Education, Church Music, Religious 
FRATERNAL DELEGATE Drama taught by men and women of distinction in their fields. 
Ben R. Lacy, Union Seminary (Va.) Write for bulletin. 


president, now on sabbatical leave in PATRICK H. CARMICHAEL, Director of Summer Session 























Europe, was the Presbyterian, U. S., fra- 3400 Brook Road Richmond 27, Virginia 
ternal delegate to the General Synod of 


France. 








LEGION CHAPLAIN 


Milton B. Faust, Salisbury, N. C., di- 
rector of evangelism for the Synod of am (ii- ne () ¢ ¢ 
North Carolina, has been elected N. C. 


department chaplain of the American 
Legion. 2 se . 
MISSIONARIES Primary emphasis upon individual growth in an atmosphere 
Appointees: Curtis Goodson, Saluda, of alert scholarship and genuine Christian concern. 
N. C., pastor, to East Brazil; Robert L. 
Smith, Chattanooga, Tenn., Korea; Cora 
Wayland, Charlotte, N. C., Korea; Ann EDGAR G. GAMMON, President Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 
Faucette, Bristol, Tenn., Korea; Mrs. 
John Combs, Nicholasville, Ky., three- 
year term as matron at Central School 
for Missionaries Children in the Congo. 


Retirement: Z. V. Myers and Mrs. WESTMI NSTER 
Myers retired on June 1 after 30 years of 


service in Mexico. They are living at ° e 

201 W. Mauldin St., Walhalla, S. C. 2 A College for Men; Fulton, Missouri 

ae wager — Lindler, medical A four-year Liberal Arts College with a century of distinctive service 
echnologist in Korea. . ee. sia ii a ss . ~ 
Pestetaies Preis Bencit: ‘Mbt Wester, in training leaders for Church, State, Business and the Professions. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Shaver, the Jos- For catalog and information write 

eph R. Woodys and the Jon Crow family H 

(July). From Congo: Dr. Gladys Smith- WILLIAM W. HALL, JR., President 

wick (June 14), the Wm. H. Cranes; the 


W .J. Andersons, Jr.; the Wm. F. Stock- 
wells, the Wm. F. Pruitts (late July). 


From Korea: R. K. Robinson, who ° %, 
plans to take his family back to Korea ; ‘ Re DAVIDSON COLLEGE 
with him in the fall. From Mexico: The ; . 
C. J. McClendons (June). From Japan eo 
this summer: The Wm. P. Boyles, the SS WHERE A GOOD PAST 
John Bradys, the Walter P. Baldwins, ag ; . mesa) sian Ss 
the L. W. Petersons, Coline Gunn, Mary ‘co : PREDICTS A BETTER FUTURE 
Haraughty, Catherine Fultz, Elizabeth a. : 
McNeill, Ruth Buckland. ay : 5 

To Brazil: The E. E. Gourleys, June 24, ’ | _ John R. Cunningham, President 
new missionaries. To Congo: The Tins- EAI Davidson, N. C. 
ley Smiths (May 29), the V. A. Ander- 
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